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Instructions: Mark the box beside every correct answer. Each question may have one or more correct choices.

The answer key begins on a separate page after Question 100.

About this guide: These 100 questions match the Buffalo Valley Microsoft Forms assessment. They were

adapted from the USCIS 2025 civics questions for multiple-choice study.

1. What is the form of government of the United States?

[l A. Republic

[ B. Constitutional monarchy

[] c. Direct democracy without elected representatives
[ ] D. Military dictatorship

2. What is the supreme law of the land?

[l A. Declaration of Independence
[] B. U.S. Constitution

[] c. Federalist Papers

[ | D. Articles of Confederation

3. Name one thing the U.S. Constitution does.

[l A. Defines powers of government

[] B. Establishes state property tax rates
[] c. Sets the national school curriculum
[l D. Names all current elected officials

4. How are changes made to the U.S. Constitution?
[l A. Ordinary federal statutes

[] B. Cabinet regulations

[] c. Executive orders

[l p.Amendments

5. What does the Bill of Rights protect?

[l A. State government budgets

[ ] B. Federal government spending limits

[ c. The basic rights of people living in the United States
[l D. Congressional election schedules
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6. How many amendments does the U.S. Constitution have?

Oood

A. Twenty-six (26)

B. Twenty-eight (28)
C. Twenty-seven (27)
D. Thirty (30)
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7. What founding document said the American colonies were free from Britain?

Oood

A. Articles of Confederation

B. U.S. Constitution

C. Federalist Papers

D. Declaration of Independence

8. Name two important ideas from the Declaration of Independence and the U.S.
Constitution.

O
L
L
O

A. Divine right of kings
B. Hereditary monarchy
C. Equality

D. Liberty

9. The words “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness” are in what founding document?

O

A. Articles of Confederation

B. Federalist Papers

C. Declaration of Independence
D. U.S. Constitution

. What is the economic system of the United States?

A. Free market economy

B. Feudal economy

C. Subsistence-only economy
D. Command economy

. What is the rule of law?

A. Only elected officials must obey the law.
B. No one is above the law.

C. The president is exempt from federal law.
D. Only citizens must follow the law.

. There are three branches of government. Why?

A. To give the courts sole authority to make laws
B. To eliminate the need for elections

C. Checks and balances

D. To allow the president to control every branch
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13. Name the three branches of government.

O
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9.

A. Federal, state, and local

B. Legislative, executive, and judicial
C. House, Senate, and Cabinet

D. President, governors, and mayors

A. Executive branch

B. Judicial branch

C. Legislative branch

D. State legislative branch

. What part of the federal government writes laws?

A. U.S. Congress

B. President's Cabinet

C. Federal courts of appeals
D. U.S. Supreme Court

. What are the two parts of the U.S. Congress?

A. House of Representatives and Cabinet
B. Senate and House of Representatives
C. Executive and judicial branches

D. Senate and Supreme Court

. Name one power of the U.S. Congress.

A. Appoints federal judges

B. Issues presidential pardons

C. Decides whether laws are constitutional
D. Declares war

. How many U.S. senators are there?

A. Fifty (50)

B. One hundred (100)

C. Four hundred thirty-five (435)
D. Two hundred (200)

How long is a term for a U.S. senator?
A. Six (6) years

B. Eight (8) years

C. Two (2) years

D. Four (4) years
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. The President of the United States is in charge of which branch of government?
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20.
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How many voting members are in the House of Representatives?

A. Five hundred thirty-five (535)
B. One hundred (100)
C. Four hundred (400)
D. Four hundred thirty-five (435)

. How long is a term for a member of the House of Representatives?

A. Two (2) years
B. Six (6) years
C. Eight (8) years
D. Four (4) years

. Why do U.S. representatives serve shorter terms than U.S. senators?

A. To more closely follow public opinion

B. To let governors appoint representatives

C. To eliminate congressional elections

D. To give representatives lifetime appointments

. How many senators does each state have?

A. One (1
B. Two (2
C. Four (4)

D. Three (3)

)
)

. Why does each state have two senators?

A. Representation based only on population
B. Appointment by the president

C. Equal representation for each state

D. Representation based only on land area

. Who does a U.S. senator represent?

A. People of their state

B. Only people living in one congressional district
C. Only residents of the state capital

D. Only members of their political party

. Who elects U.S. senators?

A. Citizens from their state
B. The state governor

C. The president

D. The U.S. Supreme Court
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27.
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Who does a member of the House of Representatives represent?

A. People in their congressional district
B. Only members of Congress

C. People in every U.S. state

D. Only residents of their state capital

. Who elects members of the House of Representatives?

A. Citizens from their congressional district
B. State governors

C. The president

D. State legislatures

. Some states have more representatives than other states. Why?

A. The state's population

B. The state's land area

C. The number of counties in the state
D. The state's federal tax contributions

. The President of the United States is elected for how many years?

A. Four (4) years
B. Eight (8) years
C. Six (6) years

D. Two (2) years

. The President of the United States can serve only two terms. Why?

A. The 22nd Amendment
B. The 16th Amendment
C. The 10th Amendment
D. The 19th Amendment

. If the president can no longer serve, who becomes president?

A. The Vice President

B. The Speaker of the House
C. The Chief Justice

D. The Secretary of State

. Name one power of the president.

A. Determines the number of senators per state
B. Chooses state governors

C. Decides if laws violate the Constitution

D. Signs bills into law
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34. Who is Commander in Chief of the U.S. military?

[l A. The President of the United States
] B. The Chief Justice

[] c. The Secretary of State

[] D. The Vice President

. Who signs bills to become laws?

35
[l A. The Chief Justice

L1 B. The Speaker of the House

[l €. The President of the United States
[] D. The Vice President

. Who vetoes bills?

36

[] A. The House of Representatives

L1 B. The Supreme Court

[l €. The President of the United States
[ ] D. The Senate

. Who appoints federal judges?

37

[l A. The Speaker of the House

[l B.The Chief Justice

[ ] c. The President of the United States
[] D. State governors

. The executive branch has many parts. Name one.

A. The Supreme Court

B. The House of Representatives
C. The Senate

D. The Cabinet

oooo

. What does the President’s Cabinet do?

A. Decides whether laws are constitutional
B. Passes federal laws

C. Elects members of Congress

D. Advises the President of the United States

oooo

B

0. Why is the Electoral College important?

A. It elects Cabinet secretaries.
B. It determines the number of congressional districts.
C. It decides who is elected president.

Odoond

D. It appoints federal judges.
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41. What is one part of the judicial branch?

[l A. Senate

L] B. Supreme Court

[l c. President's Cabinet

[] D. House of Representatives

. What does the judicial branch do?

42
[] A. Creates the federal budget

[] B. Decides if a law goes against the U.S. Constitution
[l c. Appoints Cabinet secretaries

[l D. Declares war

. What is the highest court in the United States?

43

L] A. Supreme Court

[] B. U.S. District Court

[] €. u.s. Court of Appeals
[] D.A state supreme court

. How many seats are on the Supreme Court?

a4

[] A.Eleven (11)
] B. Nine (9)

] c. Seven (7)
[] D. Thirteen (13)

45. How many Supreme Court justices are usually needed to decide a case?
] A. Three (3)

[] B. Nine (9)

] c. Four (4)

[ ] D. Five (5)

46. How long do Supreme Court justices serve?
L] A.For life

[] B. A fixed eight-year term

L[] c. A fixed twelve-year term

[l D. A fixed six-year term

47. Supreme Court justices serve for life. Why?
[l A. To give Congress control over each decision

[ ] B. To ensure that justices follow opinion polls

] c.To require re-election every four years

[l D. To be independent of politics
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48.

O

Name one power that is only for the federal government.

A. Declare war

B. Approve local zoning

C. Issue driver's licenses
D. Establish public schools

. Name one power that is only for the states.

A. Mint coins

B. Give a driver's license
C. Declare war

D. Make treaties

. What is the purpose of the 10th Amendment?

A. All government powers belong to the Supreme Court.
B. States may exercise only powers granted by Congress.

C. Powers not given to the federal government belong to the states or the people.

D. The president holds all powers not listed in the Constitution.
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51. There are four amendments to the U.S. Constitution about who can vote. Describe one
of them.

L
O
L
L

52. Who can vote in federal elections, run for federal office, and serve on a jury in the

A. Women are not permitted to vote.

B. Only property owners may vote.

C. Citizens eighteen (18) and older can vote.
D. Citizens must pay a poll tax to vote.

United States?

O

A. All foreign visitors

B. U.S. citizens

C. All permanent residents

D. Anyone over eighteen, regardless of citizenship

. What do we show loyalty to when we say the Pledge of Allegiance?

A. One particular state

B. The United States

C. The president as an individual
D. The current political party
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Name two promises that new citizens make in the Oath of Allegiance.

A. Join a political party

B. Vote for the sitting president

C. Defend the U.S. Constitution

D. Obey the laws of the United States

. How can people become United States citizens?

A. Register to vote before becoming a citizen

B. Naturalize

C. Buy a U.S. passport without meeting eligibility requirements
D. Move into a U.S. state for thirty days

. What is one way Americans can serve their country?

A. Avoid paying required taxes
B. Refuse to follow federal law
C. Serve in the military

D. Ignore a legal jury summons

. Who lived in America before the Europeans arrived?

A. French colonists
B. Native Americans
C. Spanish explorers
D. British settlers

. What group of people was taken and sold as slaves?

A. Scandinavian immigrants
B. People from Africa

C. British officials

D. French settlers

. What war did the Americans fight to win independence from Britain?

A. The Mexican-American War

B. The War of 1812

C. The American Revolutionary War
D. The U.S. Civil War

. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?

A. James Madison

B. George Washington
C. Thomas Jefferson
D. Alexander Hamilton
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61. When was the Declaration of Independence adopted?

L] A. September 17, 1787
(] B.july4,1776
] c.)uly 4, 1787
[] p.July 4, 1803

62. What founding document was written in 1787?
[ ] A. Articles of Confederation

[ B. Declaration of Independence

] c. Bill of Rights

[ ] D. U.S. Constitution

63. The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the U.S. Constitution. Name one of the
writers.

[l A. George Washington

[ ] B. Thomas Jefferson

] c. James Madison

[l D. Benjamin Franklin

64. Why were the Federalist Papers important?

[ ] A. They created the first federal court.

[l B. They supported passing the U.S. Constitution.

] c. They replaced the Constitution with the Articles of Confederation.
[l D. They opposed ratifying the U.S. Constitution.

65. George Washington is famous for many things. Name one.
[ A. First president of the United States

[l B. Third president of the United States

[l c. President during the War of 1812

[] D. First Chief Justice of the United States

66. What territory did the United States buy from France in 1803?
[l A. Alaska

[l B. Mexican Cession

[ ] c. Louisiana Territory

[l b. Oregon Country

67. Name one war fought by the United States in the 1800s.
[l A.world War |

[J B. war of 1812

[l c. world war I

[] D. Vietnam War
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68. Name the U.S. war between the North and the South.

] A. The War of 1812

] B. The Civil war

[l c¢. The Revolutionary War

[ ] D. The Mexican-American War

. Abraham Lincoln is famous for many things. Name one.

69

[ ] A. Led the United States during World War |

[ B. Led the United States during the Civil War

[l c. Served as the first president of the United States
[ | D. Wrote the Declaration of Independence

. What did the Emancipation Proclamation do?

70

[l A.Immediately ended slavery in every U.S. state

[ ] B. Created the 13th Amendment

[l c. Granted voting rights to all formerly enslaved people
[ ] D. Freed slaves in the Confederacy

. What U.S. war ended slavery?

71

[l A. The Mexican-American War
[ B. The Civil War

[] €. The war of 1812

[] p.The Revolutionary War

72. What amendment says all persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject
to the jurisdiction thereof, are U.S. citizens?

[l A.13th Amendment

[] B.19th Amendment

[l c.14th Amendment

[] D.15th Amendment

. When did all men get the right to vote?

73

[] A. 1865
[] B.1870
[] c.1965
[] p.1920

. Name one war fought by the United States in the 1900s.

74

[] A. The Civil War
[] B. war of 1812

[] c.world War |

[] D. Mexican-American War
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75. Why did the United States enter World War I?
[l A.Because Iraq invaded Kuwait

[ ] B.Because Germany attacked U.S. civilian ships

[l c. Because Japan attacked Pearl Harbor

[ ] D. Because North Korea invaded South Korea

76. When did all women get the right to vote?
[l A.1865
[1 B.1964
[] c.1920
[] p.1870

. What was the Great Depression?

A. A military campaign during World War |

77

[

] B.A period of rapid economic growth after World War I
[l €. The longest economic recession in modern history
[

D. A war fought between the northern and southern states

. When did the Great Depression start?

78
[] A. Stock market panic of 1907
L[] B. Beginning of World War | in 1914
[] c. stock market crash of 1929
[] D. End of World War Il in 1945

. Who was president during the Great Depression and World War 11?

A. Dwight Eisenhower
B. Franklin Roosevelt
C. Harry Truman

oooo

D. Herbert Hoover

. Why did the United States enter World War I1?

A. Germany attacked American ships during World War |
B. The Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan
C. Irag invaded Kuwait

oooo g

D. Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor

<]

1. Dwight Eisenhower is famous for many things. Name one.

A. 32nd president of the United States

B. 34th president of the United States

C. Commander of the Union Army during the Civil War
D. First Chief Justice of the United States

Odoond
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Who was the United States’ main rival during the Cold War?

A. Soviet Union
B. Japan

C. Germany

D. China

. During the Cold War, what was one main concern of the United States?

A. Slavery in the Confederate states
B. British colonial taxation
C. Communism

D. Territorial disputes with Mexico

. Why did the United States enter the Korean War?

A. To force Iragi troops out of Kuwait
B. To win independence from Britain
C. To stop the spread of communism
D. To acquire the Louisiana Territory

. Why did the United States enter the Vietham War?

A. To stop the spread of communism
B. To acquire the Louisiana Territory
C. To force Iraqi troops out of Kuwait
D. To defeat Britain in the War of 1812

. What did the civil rights movement do?

A. Expanded U.S. territory through the Louisiana Purchase
B. Created the Electoral College

C. Ended World War |

D. Fought to end racial discrimination

. Martin Luther King, Jr. is famous for many things. Name one.

A. Fought for civil rights

B. Served as the first U.S. president
C. Led the Continental Army

D. Wrote the U.S. Constitution

Why did the United States enter the Persian Gulf War?

A. To respond to North Korea's invasion of South Korea
B. To oppose Japanese attacks in the Pacific

C. To stop German submarine attacks during World War |
D. To force the Iragi military from Kuwait
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89. What major event happened on September 11, 2001 in the United States?

[l A. The United States declared independence
[ B. Terrorists attacked the United States

[l c.Japan attacked Pearl Harbor

[] D. The Berlin Wall fell

. Name one U.S. military conflict after the September 11, 2001 attacks.

920

[ ] A.The Korean War

(] B. World War II

[l c. war in Afghanistan
[] D. The Persian Gulf War

. What is the capital of the United States?

91

[] A. Philadelphia
[] B.Boston

[l c. New York City

[] D. washington, D.C.

. Where is the Statue of Liberty?

92

] A. Governors Island
[] B. Alcatraz Island
[] c. Liberty Island
[] D. Ellis Island

. Why does the flag have 13 stripes?

A. The thirteen original states' governors
B. The thirteen original colonies

C. The first thirteen amendments

D. The thirteen first U.S. presidents

oooo g

. Why does the flag have 50 stars?

A. One star for each U.S. president
B. One star for each constitutional amendment
C. One star for each state

ogooo e

D. One star for each senator

©

5. What is the name of the national anthem?

A. God Bless America

B. The Star-Spangled Banner
C. America the Beautiful

D. My Country, 'Tis of Thee

Odoond

Printable study copy ¢ Answer key at end Page 14



BUFFALO VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

CIVICS STUDY GUIDE | 2025 USCIS

96. The Nation’s first motto was “E Pluribus Unum.” What does that mean?

O

A. United we stand

B. Out of many, one

C. Liberty and justice for all
D. In God We Trust

. What is Independence Day?

A. A holiday honoring military veterans

B. A holiday celebrating the adoption of the U.S. Constitution
C. A holiday celebrating U.S. independence from Britain

D. A holiday honoring presidents

. Name three national U.S. holidays.

A. Thanksgiving Day
B. Election Day

C. Memorial Day

D. New Year's Day

. What is Memorial Day?

A. A holiday marking the signing of the Constitution

B. A holiday honoring all U.S. presidents

C. A holiday celebrating U.S. independence

D. A holiday to honor soldiers who died in military service

100. What is Veterans Day?

O
L
L
O

A. A holiday honoring people who have served in the U.S. military
B. A holiday honoring all U.S. presidents

C. A holiday marking the adoption of the Constitution

D. A holiday celebrating U.S. independence

Printable study copy ¢ Answer key at end

Page 15



BUFFALO VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS CIVICS STUDY GUIDE | 2025 USCIS

ANSWER KEY

Buffalo Valley Public Schools | U.S. Civics Study Guide

Numbers refer to the printable questions above. The USCIS column references the original 128-question source.
For questions with multiple correct answers, all listed letters are required.

No.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

USCIS

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

25

26

27

28

31

Choice(s) Correct answer(s)

A Republic

B U.S. Constitution

A Defines powers of government

D Amendments

C The basic rights of people living in the United States
C Twenty-seven (27)

D Declaration of Independence

C,D Equality; Liberty

C Declaration of Independence

A Free market economy

B No one is above the law.

C Checks and balances

B Legislative, executive, and judicial
A Executive branch

A U.S. Congress

B Senate and House of Representatives
D Declares war

B One hundred (100)

A Six (6) years

D Four hundred thirty-five (435)

A Two (2) years

A To more closely follow public opinion
B Two (2)

C Equal representation for each state
A People of their state
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Correct answer(s)

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54
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32

33

34

35

36

37

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

58

59

60

63

64

66

67

A

A

Citizens from their state

People in their congressional district
Citizens from their congressional district
The state's population

Four (4) years

The 22nd Amendment

The Vice President

Signs bills into law

The President of the United States

The President of the United States

The President of the United States

The President of the United States

The Cabinet

Advises the President of the United States
It decides who is elected president.
Supreme Court

Decides if a law goes against the U.S. Constitution
Supreme Court

Nine (9)

Five (5)

For life

To be independent of politics

Declare war

Give a driver's license

Powers not given to the federal government belong to the states or the people.
Citizens eighteen (18) and older can vote.
U.S. citizens

The United States

Defend the U.S. Constitution; Obey the laws of the United States
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Correct answer(s)

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83
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68

70

74

75

76

78

79

82

83

84

86

90

91

92

94

95

96

97

98

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

C

Naturalize

Serve in the military

Native Americans

People from Africa

The American Revolutionary War

Thomas Jefferson

July 4, 1776

U.S. Constitution

James Madison

They supported passing the U.S. Constitution.
First president of the United States

Louisiana Territory

War of 1812

The Civil War

Led the United States during the Civil War
Freed slaves in the Confederacy

The Civil War

14th Amendment

1870

World War |

Because Germany attacked U.S. civilian ships
1920

The longest economic recession in modern history
Stock market crash of 1929

Franklin Roosevelt

Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor

34th president of the United States

Soviet Union

Communism
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Correct answer(s)

84

85

86

87

88

89

920

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

C

A

To stop the spread of communism

To stop the spread of communism

Fought to end racial discrimination

Fought for civil rights

To force the Iragi military from Kuwait

Terrorists attacked the United States

War in Afghanistan

Washington, D.C.

Liberty Island

The thirteen original colonies

One star for each state

The Star-Spangled Banner

Out of many, one

A holiday celebrating U.S. independence from Britain
Thanksgiving Day; Memorial Day; New Year's Day

A holiday to honor soldiers who died in military service

A holiday honoring people who have served in the U.S. military

Source: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, 128 Civics Questions and Answers (2025 version), M-1778 (09/25). This is a
locally adapted study guide, not the USCIS naturalization interview.
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